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Abstract

Employing a descriptive-analytical method based on library research, this paper assesses
the capacity of the Argument from Existential Indigence (Burhan al-Imkan al-Faqri}—as an
upgraded version of the Argument from Essential Contingency (Burhan al-Imkan al-Mahuw1) in
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta‘altyah)}—to address the objections raised by Hume,
Kant, and Russell against the latter. To this end, the formulation of existential indigence is first
elucidated, followed by an examination of five pivotal Western objections to this argument: first,
the epistemological objection to philosophical ontology; second, the rejection of the principle
of causality; third, the conceptual contradiction of the Necessary Being; fourth, the argument’s
reliance on existence as a real predicate; and fifth, Russell’s fallacy of composition regarding
the illicit generalization of the parts’ properties to the universe as a whole. The findings of this
study indicate that, due to its reliance on objective existential poverty rather than conceptual
contingency, its lack of dependence on standard causal chains and the impossibility of infinite
regress, its deployment of the concept of the “Essentially Self-Sufficient” (Ghani bi-Dhat) instead
of the “Necessary Being”, and its radical existential analysis of every contingent being without
mechanically projecting part-whole attributes, the Argument from Existential Indigence exhibits
a greater capacity to refute these Western critiques. Consequently, while sharing the objective
of the essential argument—namely, proving the Necessary Being through the contingency and
neediness of entities—this argument provides more effective responses to the aforementioned
challenges by drawing on the tenets of Transcendent Philosophy; nevertheless, it offers no distinct
advantage over the Argument from Essential Contingency regarding its reliance on certain extra-
argumentative foundations to resolve some underlying foundational objections.

Keywords: Argument from Contingency and Necessity, Existence as a Predicate, Theistic
Arguments, Essentially Self-Sufficient, Existential Indigence (Poverty).
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1. David Hume (1711-1766)
2. Bertrand Arthur William Russell (1872-1970)
3. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
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1. Ontology
2. Impression
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1. phenomena
2. noumena
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