Journal of Contemporay Philosophy
Vol.3,No. 5, September 2025, 173-196
(DOI) 10.22034/jcp.2022.274169.1010

Ontological Ambiguity in the Asymmetry Argument:
A Novel Critique of Benatar’s Antinatalism

Sakineh Bashi'
Fatemeh Rajabi?

(Received: 2025-04-17; Accepted: 2025-08-19)

Abstract

Antinatalism, as presented in David Benatar’s classic works and subsequent research, posits
that creating new human beings is morally wrong because existence is always accompanied
by suffering and harm. This article, aiming to examine the ontological foundations of this
view, argues that antinatalism commits a category error by assuming that a potential being
possesses a determinate identity and susceptibility to harm prior to actual existence. By
introducing the concept of “ontological ambiguity”, it is demonstrated that the potential
subject lacks life and a determinate identity; consequently, it cannot be the subject of harm
or benefit. This leads to a paradox that can be termed the “paradox of future-oriented
ethics”—a situation in which an ethical system attempts to base morality on the prediction
of potential sufferings of entities that have not yet come into being. This stance is untenable
because it results in the negation of the intrinsic value of existence and reduces being merely
to a calculus of pleasure and pain. The article concludes that any ethical theory concerning
procreation must account for the principle of existential uncertainty and the intrinsic value
of being to avoid the abyss of existential nihilism.
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1. “Not to be born is, beyond all estimation, best; but when a man has seen the light, this is next best —to

return whence he came as soon as possible.” ( Sophocles, Oedipus at Colonus 1224-1227).
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