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Abstract

This article explores Karl Jaspers’ existentialist perspective on the fundamental nature of higher
education. In contrast to the dominant paradigm of credentialism in the contemporary era,
Jaspers emphasizes the distinctive and intrinsic role of the university, which goes beyond the
mere transmission of vocational skills. By critiquing the approach that reduces education to
an efficiency-based system, he advocates for the cultivation of intellectual life and existential
awareness as the primary goals of higher education. Through in-depth analysis, this study
reconsiders the purpose of higher education, shifting it from a narrow focus on credentials
toward a comprehensive and existential vision aligned with Jaspers’ philosophical principles.
Finally, it offers practical insights for applying Jaspers’ philosophy in today’s academic
environments to facilitate a transition toward a more meaningful and thoughtful university
experience.The methodology of this research involves a conceptual analysis of the interpretive
type and the conceptual elaboration of Karl Jaspers’ philosophy of higher education.
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