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Abstract

This study examines the role of presuppositions and interpretive horizons in understanding
texts, through a comparative analysis of Muhammad Baqir Sadr (1935-1980) and Hans-Georg
Gadamer (1900-2002). Employing an analytical-comparative approach, it investigates whether
presuppositions function as essential elements or as obstacles to objective interpretation.
Findings reveal that both thinkers recognize the constructive and unavoidable influence of prior
knowledge, yet their interpretive goals differ. Sadr emphasizes uncovering the stable truth of
texts, particularly in religious contexts, while Gadamer views interpretation as a historically
situated, creative process that fuses the horizons of text and interpreter to generate new meaning.
The study suggests that presuppositions are not epistemic limitations but opportunities for active
engagement with texts, offering insights for developing innovative theoretical frameworks in
text interpretation and humanities methodology.
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