Journal of Contemporay Philosophy
Vol.2,No. 4, March 2024, 177-202
(DOT) 10.22034/jcp.2022.290602.1034

An Analytical-Critical Perspective on the Relationship
between the Sacred and the Cultural in Nasr Hamid Aba

Zayd’s Religious Thought
Seyed Vahid Kashani'

(Received: 2024-07-06; Accepted: 2024-09-27)

Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the sacred and the cultural dimensions of
religion in Nasr Hamid Abii Zayd’s thought. Abii Zayd offers a critical alternative to both
the traditional, supra-historical reading of religion and the human sciences perspective that
views religion as a cultural phenomenon. Emphasizing the complexity of apprehending
the sacred in human experience, he highlights the influence of linguistic, historical, and
cultural factors and proposes an ascending dialectical approach to the interaction between
religion and culture. While critics argue that this perspective risks overemphasizing culture
and diminishing the sacred, Abii Zayd’s goal is not to reject the sacred but to redefine
religion’s societal role through dialogue and interpretive dynamism. This framework offers
a potential pathway for addressing contemporary challenges to religious understanding
and practice.
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