Journal of Contemporay Philosophy
Vol. 2, No. 4, March 2024, 259-282
(DOI) 10.22034/jcp.2022.315232.1051

The Generalization of Philosophical Judgments
in Mujarrabat: A Critical Examination

Javad Parsaei’
(Received: 2024-07-06; Accepted: 2024-09-19)

Abstract

Mujarrabat in Islamic philosophy are rules derived from repeated observation of phenomena
combined with subtle analogical reasoning, historically applied in empirical sciences and
traditional medicine. Generalizing these judgments to unobserved cases, however, poses
significant epistemic challenges, including ambiguity in identifying intrinsic causal relations,
limitations of human experience, and incomplete knowledge of conditions. Using an analytical-
critical approach grounded in classical Islamic philosophical thought, this study argues that
claims of absolute certainty in mujarrabat are practically unattainable. The paper introduces
and defends the concept of “conditional certainty” as an inevitable outcome of this analysis.
By critically examining the principle “the coincidental is not permanent and prevalent”
and highlighting the difficulties in determining “prevalent” instances, the study shows that
mujarrabat are primarily validated through practical efficacy and repeatability, rather than
exact correspondence with reality.
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