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Abstract

One of the central challenges confronting contemporary humanity is the encounter with both
the blind spots and the insights of modernity. The increasing specialization of the sciences,
excessive particularism, neglect of holistic perspectives, and the weakening of the link between
science, religion, and philosophy—despite their undeniable achievements—have contributed
to crises such as world wars, environmental degradation, and the crisis of meaning. From the
perspectives of Husserl and Heidegger, a renewed focus on the worldliness of human existence
can, by challenging the one-sidedness of the scientific worldview, help open a path beyond these
crises. This paper undertakes an analytical and comparative study of Husserl’s and Heidegger’s
accounts in order to clarify what “worldliness” means in each thinker’s philosophy and what
resources they offer for moving from the current condition toward a more adequate horizon.
It seems that, contrary to the claims of some—including Heidegger—the world in Husserl’s
thought does not reduce to a purely subjective dimension. Moreover, Heidegger’s indebtedness
to Husserl’s phenomenology is undeniable. By introducing the notion of the lifeworld and
articulating different strata of objectivity, Husserl seeks to revive philosophy and rescue modern
humanity from its crises. Heidegger grounds philosophy in the worldliness of human existence
and emphasizes art as capable of raising up an alternative world. In this way, he aims to overcome
the homelessness of modern humanity and to open a new horizon toward the future.
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