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Abstract

One of the key topics in Islamic philosophy is the temporality (hudiith) and eternity (gidam)
of the soul (nafs). This research employs a descriptive-analytical method to address the
fundamental question: What do Qur anic verses and hadiths indicate regarding the temporality
or eternity of the soul? Theologians (mutakallimiin) and philosophers hold two primary
views on the existence of the soul: 1) The soul is eternal (qadim). 2. The soul is temporal
(hadith). This study examines the Qur’anic and narrational (riway7) evidence supporting both
perspectives. The findings reveal that most Islamic philosophers subscribe to the theory of the
soul’s temporality (hudiith al-nafs), affirming that the human soul is created (hadith), though
they differ on the mode of its origination. Moreover, Qur’anic verses and hadiths imply that
human beings are temporal (hadith) entities: the first man (Adam) was created from clay, and
subsequent generations were formed through the four developmental stages of the embryo
(nutfah), culminating in the infusion (or blowing) of the soul (riz#) into the body. Thus, human
creation is an act of divine origination (ibda‘), and the human soul comes into existence after
the body’s creation and its receptivity (gabiliyyah).

Keywords: Islamic philosophy, temporality of the soul (hudiith al-nafs), eternality of the soul
(gidam al-nafs).
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