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Abstract

The philosophical principle “Al-wahid la yasdiru illd al-wahid” (The One can only emanate
ong; or: from The One only one proceeds) holds significant importance in Islamic philosophy
and has been the subject of extensive theoretical and philosophical reflection. While some
theologians have outright rejected it, philosophers such as Ibn Sina (Avicenna) have advanced
demonstrative proofs to affirm it. This article examines the following question: How can the
application of the “Rule of the One” in Ibn Sina s political philosophy be extracted and explained
based on its constituent elements? 1Its key components of this application include such cases
as: the hierarchical order of existence, the stratification of social classes, the hierarchial (i.e.
graded structure) of the world of intellects ( ‘alam al- ‘ugiil), and the role of the Prophet (Nabi) in
societal leadership. According to Ibn Sina, the Rule of the One—with its emphasis on vertical
gradation—necessitates that the Prophet, due to his connection with the Active Intellect (al-
‘aql al-fa “‘al), is uniquely qualified to guide and lead society. Ibn Sina employs the concept of
revelation (wahy) to justify the Prophet’s leadership of the ideal city (madina): the Prophet’s
rational faculty, illuminated by the Active Intellect, attains the rank of “Sacred Intellect” (‘aqgl
qudst), thereby actualizing revelation. In this framework, the Prophet ensures the happiness
of the sensible world through governance and the happiness of the intelligible world through
direct knowledge transmitted via revelation. This connection to the Active Intellect, structured
by “the Rule of the One”, profoundly shapes Ibn Sina’s political philosophy, particularly
regarding leadership (ima@ma) and governance (sivasa). The Prophet, as the one most capable
of comprehending universal order, is deemed best suited to administer worldly and spiritual
affairs. This study employs a qualitative library-based method and interpretive-analytical data
analysis to elucidate these dimensions.

Keywords: Ibn Sina (Avicenna), emanation of multiplicity, hierarchical cosmos, active
intellect, political philosophy, Rule of the One (Qa ‘idat al-Wahid), unity of existence.
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